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31 . Watch a high school football game in the Valley . 

No disrespect to pigskin fans in other towns, but people in the Valley really do love their high school football. The 

Ansonia Chargers, Derby Red Raiders, Naugatuck Greyhounds - they all have devoted followers who make each 

home game an event. 

32. Peer at the translucent marble slabs inside the Beinecke Rare Book and Manuscript Library at Yale. 

It's a light show like no other. The coolest part is that it always changes, depending on the time of day, time of year and 

quality of light. 

33. Take advantage of Restaurant Week in New Haven. 

We're all on a budget these days, right? Here's a chance to sample first-class cuisine at an affordable price -

particularly the lunch specials. Other local cities have started their own restaurant weeks, too. 

34. Attend a local fair or festival. 

We've got more of these than you can shake a corn-dog at: the North Haven Fair, the Milford Oyster Festival, the 

Durham Fair, the Savin Rock Festival in West Haven, the Guilford Fair .. . 

35. Take in Movies & Mimosas at the Criterion Cinema on Temple Street. 

On Saturday and Sunday mornings, New Haven's downtown movie theater shows a classic film and sells mimosas in 

the lobby. Today's film is "It's a Wonderful Life," at 11 :30 a.m. 

36. Tour Grove Street Cemetery. 

Pass through the iconic Egyptian Revival gate and commune with the city's past. This well-tended spot is the final 

resting place for luminaries such as Eli Whitney, Noah Webster and Roger Sherman. 

37. Ride at an Elm City Cycling event. 

New Haven's cycling community is active and growing, as evidenced by the variety of rides organized by Elm City 

Cycling . From "ice cream rides" to the New Haven Century ride, there are bicycle jaunts to fit all skill levels. 

38. Listen to the Yale Philharmonia. 

A free , Friday evening concert by the Yale Philharmonia is a beautiful thing. This orchestra is the largest performing 

group within the Yale School of Music. 

39. Marvel at Boothe Memorial Park & Museum in Stratford. 

The late, great Boothe brothers, David and Stephen, created a wonderland of quirky collections on their 32-acre estate. 

Come for the antique clock tower and stay for the basilica, rose garden, lighthouse, windmill and miniature models of 

presidential houses. 

40. Take a class at Hamden's Eli Whitney Museum. 

You will believe in the power of toy boats, model trains and tiny pieces of wood. Kids of all ages have made the museum 
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an oasis of creativity for decades. 

41. Be part of a Chapel on the Green outdoor worship service. 

Begun in 2008, Chapel on the Green meets at 2 p.m. on New Haven's Upper Green, behind Trinity Church. After 

worship, those who are gathered there give out bag lunches to people in need. For more information, call (203) 777-

2197 or visit Chapel on the Green's Facebook page. 

42. Visit the Shore Line Trolley Museum in East Haven. 

The only thing more fun than sitting back in a rattan seat and riding in one of the museum's vintage trolley cars is seeing 

the dedication and enthusiasm of museum volunteers in action. 

43. See a hockey game at Ingalls Rink. 

The top-ranked Yale hockey team should be enough reason, but there's also the chance to take stock of the rink's 

multimillion dollar upgrade. Architect Eero Saarinen would be proud. 

44. Heara local band. 

Toad's Place, of course, is a famous New Haven concert spot. There's also Cafe Nine, Rudy's, The Space and others. 

Thanks to an abundance of local musical talent, everything from rock and blues to jazz and rap are part of the mix. 

45. Bring a little kid to the Connecticut Children's Museum in New Haven. 

Open to the public on Fridays and Saturdays, the museum's themed rooms include a full-scale re-creation of The Great 

Green Room from "Goodnight Moon." That's right, parents. 

46. Eat at Mory's. 

Now that the storied Yale dining club has relaxed its rules to include more local members, you have no excuse not to 

partake of the "tables down at Mory's." 

47. Serve a meal to people in need. 

Nourish your soul as you help others. You'll find opportunities at New Haven's Downtown Evening Soup Kitchen, 

Community Soup Kitchen and Columbus House, for starters. 

48. Stop in at the Knights of Columbus Museum. 

Among the permanent exhibits here are galleries devoted to Christopher Columbus, the Vatican and Father Michael J. 

McGivney, founder of the Knights of Columbus. There's a holiday creche exhibit, "Christmas in Asia," there now, too. 

49. Listen to Woolsey Hall's pipe organ and Harkness Tower's carillon. 

Officially, that's the Newberry Memorial Organ and the Yale Memorial Carillon. 

50. Get thee to Judges' Cave. 

On your way up to the top of West Rock, don't forget to take a gander at the rock formation named for the British 
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regicide judges who fled to New Haven after signing the death warrant for King Charles I. Two of the famous "Three 

Judges" hid here in 1661. 

Call Jim Shelton at (203) 789-5664. 
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